January 9th, 2007
Happy New Year!  As we come out of a wonderful season of celebration, not only for a New Year, but also Christmas; a time to celebrate the gift of a savior, Jesus Christ.  My wife & I have looked back on the last 12 months and realized how blessed we are.  We have had many difficulties, but each with a unique purpose and lesson that reminds us how great our God is, and how dependant we are upon Him.  I wanted to give you an update on some of the new & exciting things that have been going on in my life.  
I continue to work at Allianz Life Insurance Company in Golden Valley, where I have been for over six years now.  I recently received a promotion as a Sr. Training Designer.  I am very excited about this move as I am able to tap into my love for graphic design.
Outside of work I continue to be very busy with ministry with my wife through my church, The Rock, located in Uptown (Minneapolis).  For the last 5 years I have been serving as a leader in our Recovery ministry.  I was blessed with the opportunity to lead this ministry in providing support for the hurting people in our communities looking for freedom from their addictions and other behaviors.  I have made a big decision to step down as the ministry leader so that I can spend more time with my wife and focus on other area’s of ministry in my church.

One of those other areas is our new House Churches!  I am very excited about this effort.  Myself and seven other men have been going through a leadership development program through our church and we have been asked to be apart of our new strategy.  About two months ago we kicked off our House Church services.  These are as they sound; we meet on two weeknights a month in peoples homes where we have church service.  Myself and my co-leader Jason have been leading a House Church of about 30 people in the south metro.  This gives us a slight glimpse of how the early churches began, in the book of Acts there are several passages describing churches that met in homes.  It reinforces that a church is not a building, it is the people committed to a life following God.  I am anxious to see how God works this year through these services.   

Here is what I am very excited about!  This March I will be a part of a Missions team of 15 people that will be going to Lima, Peru.  This will be my 1st international Mission Trip so it is exciting and a little scary too.  Our church has sent several teams to Latin America, Berlin Germany as well as to New Orleans to help rebuild after Katrina.  But we are the 1st team in our entire national church movement to take a team to Peru!  It is a bit of a grass roots effort.  We have 2 areas of focus:
1)  Working with a local ministry in Peru to reach out to a community of deaf children and young adults through activities such as sports, in the schools and in their neighborhoods.
2)  Lima has a large population of “street children”, they estimate about 2500 stranded by poverty, mistreatment & violence.  We will be spending much of our time working with this group.  These kids need love, and for the short time we are there, we will be working hard to meet a variety of needs as much as we can.
The mission trip will take place March 10th – 19th. Would you please pray for me and my team? 
I would also like to ask if you would prayerfully consider supporting me financially. I need to raise a total of $1550 to cover my costs. I need to raise the 1st $815 by February 5th and the remainder by March 2nd.  I am trusting in the Lord to provide me with people who would be willing to invest gifts of $100, $50, $25 or any other amount comfortable for this effort.
You have an opportunity to take part in a powerful life altering event.  Will you consider contributing to this mission trip to send me to Lima?  You will be joining a team to influence people with the love of God in Lima, Peru.  I have enclosed a response card with information on how you can help our team meet this need.  I have also included a self addressed envelope.  Please remember our team in prayer as we embark on an exciting new adventure!
May the Lord bless you and your family this new year, thank you for your time and consideration,

Sincerely,


Dan Rollins
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“I once was blind, but now I see” - This is my story…
I believe that you don’t know where you are going unless you know where you have been.  Here is my personal story.

I was raised in a very loving Irish-Catholic home, which means it was a big family!  I am an only child, but my mother & I lived with my grandparents, aunts & uncles.  I was a good kid most of the time, until I got into Middle School!  I started searching for an identity & through that search I landed in the wrong place at the wrong time… a few too many times.  I started to get a little rebellious.  I started smoking cigarettes, sneaking out and pursuing trouble.  

I continued my ways into High School where I continued “flirting with disaster”.  I went through a couple phases.  The “mullet” phase (God bless the mullets!), was a fun one.  I ran with the “dirtbags” or “headbangers” as some referred to us.  During this time I realized I had a craving to search for beliefs.  For me at that time, God was not an option, He was irrelevant and boring.  So I began to research Wicca and other beliefs.  I developed my own beliefs based off many others and for a few years, I was a little out there to say the least. 

By my senior year in high school I discovered my new found identity!  It was found in a bottle, which is where I spent several years of my life.  I found that the more I drank, the easier it was to cope with things.  It covered up my insecurities.  As far as my beliefs, I labeled myself as an atheist, however, I was more of an Agnostic, but the point was, there was no room for God in my life.  The parties and eventually the pain continued on for several years.  My drinking transitioned from a “luxury” to a “necessity”.  
I had 3 significant events happen in this period that I now know were little alerts from God.  I also know that pain is the warning light on the dashboard of our souls.  It tells us that we are going the wrong way and we have a chance to turn around!  The 1st event was June 20 1993, I had a stroke.  So at the age of 18, I became a stroke survivor.  The primary cause was a neck injury, but the unhealthy choices I had been making added to it I am sure.  That was merely a speed bump that caused me to slow down for a short time, but I continued on. (A side note, because of my stroke, my Father & I had made a connection and I was able to fly out to meet my Dad for the 1st time!  Today we have a great relationship.)  Miraculously, I quickly made a full recovery from the stroke with minimal rehabilitation.
The other 2 events were similar; December of 1994 and December of 1996 I was pulled over for a DWI.  The 2nd one was the last straw for me.  I had spiraled out of control.  Depressed, frustrated and desperate, I made the 2nd best choice of my life.  Give up the booze and everything related to it.  I was ordered to go to treatment and attend recovery meetings.  The next year was the most difficult.  I had to learn a new way of living, surrounded by different people with a different direction.  I began the process of transformation; I had a new lease on life.  My need for God began to grow.  I knew my way always ended poorly.  Even though I had given up the drink, I still felt empty and longed for meaning & significance.  So as my heart was softened by my continued focus on living a better life, I stumbled in to a church called The Rock shortly after Thanksgiving 1999.  
I came in seeking something, but didn’t know what it was, I just knew I didn’t have it.  It was there that I heard a message of hope.  That God loved me regardless of my past, and that God sent His son, Jesus Christ who died on the cross for my mistakes.  He died so I could live!  It all hit me!  That God is the mastermind behind all my life, he let me make the decisions so that I could come to a place of complete defeat, it is in that place where I saw Jesus.  I had always thought of God as a distant being and I had to work towards perfection to even have a chance to come close to him.  What I have found is that He is a loving father whose heart breaks watching his kids make poor choices and go through pain.  He has always been right there with me, with open arms.  For me, I needed pain to pave the path to freedom.  I am so grateful that God’s grace is sufficient; no works, no duties, no rituals could have saved me.  Simply Jesus.   This led to the best decision I have ever made, to give up the wheel to the One who knows how to drive.
Over the last 7 years with my church I have witnessed first hand, people who have had their lives dramatically changed… me included.  I love a story I heard one time about a young man who approached a Pastor and asked many deep inquisitive theological questions about the mysteries of God, the Pastor simply replied, “son, I am not sure, what I do know is that I was blind, and now I can see”.  I love that because I can get wrapped up in the details that in the long run, I don’t think will matter.  What I can be sure of is that my life was a disaster and God loved me enough to save me, in a sense I was blind and God gave me sight. 
Here is a verse from the Bible that my wife & I have claimed as a promise this year; 2 Thessalonians 1:11 “So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a life worthy of His call.  May He give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to do.”
May God bless you in this New Year.
Dan Rollins
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Important statement from GCLA: Gifts to support mission trips sponsored by Great Commission Latin America, Inc. (GCLA) are tax deductible.  Checks must be made out to Great Commission Latin America.  The donor may list a "mission trip" and a "missionary" by writing the names in the check memo (example:  Peru Mission Trip – Dan Rollins).  Should the mission trip become over-funded, GCLA will use the excess funds for mission activity to be determined by GCLA.  In the unlikely event that the mission trip is changed or canceled, or the missionary is unable to make the mission trip, GCLA will use the collected funds for mission activity to be determined by GCLA.











